ST LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH

2200 NE 191st St, Miami, FL 33180 Phone: (305) 932-3560 Info@stlawrencemiami.org
VII Sunday in Ordinary time - VII Domingo Tiempo Ordinario

i

“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you ” Luke 6:27

“Amen a sus enemigos, hagan el bien a los que los aborrecen ” Lucas 6:27

Mass Schedule: Confessions:

Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday Before each weekend

6:30 pm 5 pm 9 & 11 in English mass or call the office
Martes : < Adoration:
7:30 pm en espafiol 8 pm (Parish Hall) 1 & 6 en espanol .

Neocatechumenal Way Friday: 7:15 pm



Mass Intentions / Readings of the Week
Intenciones de Misa / Lecturas de la Semana

Saturday, February 22"
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38

5:00 pm § James Gerald Parker,  Marcela Jara, 1 Jose Francisco
Bitar, 1 Sould in Purgatory 2025 o ; u ABCD
Sunday, February 23" 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time ARCHBISHOP'S CHARITIES & DEVELOPMENT DRIV
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 0
9:00 am St Lawrence Parish and parishioners Goal 52’000'00 100%
11:00 am 0
1:00 pm f James Gerald Parker P|EdgES 17’446'00 { 34%
6:00 pm f " 15,286.00 29%
Monday, February 24
0
Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29 (36,714.00) 1%
10 pm T ABCD P 3/13/2025
rogress
Tuesday, February 25" o)
Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40/Mk 9:30-37 i
6:30 pm f
7:30 pm f Eugenia Arcila de Mantilla, ¥ Carmen Hernandez g2
Wednesday, February 26"
Sir 4:11-19/Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172, 174, 175/Mk 9:38-40
6:30 pm T Piero de Armero
Thursday, February 27" St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot ' Poces prusnce
and Doctor of the Church
Sir 5:1-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mk 9:41-50 "
6:30 pm T David Nufiez, T Gabriel Oliver
Friday, February 28" i
Sir 6:5-17/Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35/Mk 10:1-12
6:30 pm T Eugenia Arcila de Mantilla S
Online Giving C}
[
www.stlawrencemiami.org
PARISH STAFF:
Clergy: Collection 2/15 to 2/16 2025
Rev. Fr. Cletus O. Omode - Pastor Mass 1st Collection | 2nd Collection | Census
Rev, Mr. Clyde McFarland - Permanent Deacon 5:00 PM 421,00 - 67
Parish Manager — Ana Maria Jara 9:00 AM 431.00 - 76
11:00 AM 505.00 2 164
St. Lawrence Catholic School 1:00 PM 967.00 : 26
PreK2- 8th Grade 6:00 PM 760.00 : 187
Subtotals (1) (2) 3,084.00
Principal: Dr. Stephanie Paguaga 2nd Collection: Parish Improvements
PreK Director: Iliana Medolla Daily Masses
Tuesday 6:30 pm 2/11/25 32.00 30
Email: schooloffice@stlaw.org Tuesday 7:30 pm 2/11/25 170.00 56
Tel: 305-932-4912 Wednesday 6:30 pm 2/12/25 16.00 31
Thursday 6:30 pm 2/13/25 21.00 21
Inquiries for: Friday 6:30 pm 2/14/25 99,00 40
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation Monday 6:30 pm 2/17/25 37.00 2%
Marriage Preparation el ST
P tas sobre: Candles 144.00
] _rregun ore: ., Offertory by mail 25.00
Bautismo, Primera Comunion, Confirmacion % improvements by mail 130.00
Preparacion Matrimonial Offertory (online giving) 1,322.50
Parish Improvements (online giving) 22.50
Contact: Moises Franchi at 305-932-3560 or Subtotals (4) 1.64.90
mfranchi@stlawrencemiami.org
Total (1)+(2)+(3)+4) 5,103.00

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



GOSPEL MEDITATION:

This Gospel is here to reveal something profound: on our own, we do not
fully live the life Jesus calls us to. But the Good News is that we are not left
to do this alone—the Holy Spirit has been given to us to make this life pos-
sible!

This word is the heart of Christianity, and it is also the scandal of Christiani-
ty. Every line of it is a sword strike to our true hearts.

Every word of God, either in the scripture or the preaching is a mirror.
God’s word comes always to put us in the truth and to ask, “See if your life
matches the Gospel.”See if you have Eternal life in you.” This is what bap-
tism is meant to mature into. To be a Christian is a journey. Not an arrival.
For this message to sink in let us see what it says.

“Love your enemies.” No one in history has ever made such a bold pro-
posal. This sums up Jesus’ entire message. The perfect summary of Chris-
tianity. Loving our enemies should be what sets us apart. Christ will later
seal this message at the Last supper with the phrase “by this (that is, this
way of Love) will all people know that you are my disciple” This “love your
enemies” is our distinguishing mark. If a Christian do not love the enemies,
he is not a Christian.

Our first reaction might be: But / don’t have enemies, I'm a good person.
But let us understand the word “enemies”: the neighbor who always criti-
cizes us, that family member who makes snide remarks, that friend who
has different political views, the priest who once said something we didn’t
like, the person who used to greet us but now doesn’t, people of different
religions, immigrants, politicians (yes, even them—it’s hard, right?). And
yet, Jesus doesn’t say, “Don’t speak to them,” “Ignore them,” or “Stay away
from them,” or even “Just respect them.” Jesus says, “Love them.”

Loving is not the same as tolerating, ignoring, or being polite. Loving is
loving.

Jesus is asking us to rethink our relationships. Maybe we follow the rule of
not doing harm, but today He tells us: “Do good to those who hate you.”
When was the last time you did something good for someone who doesn’t
like you? The truth is, we don’t usually love those who don'’t love us. We
may not hate them, because that would “clearly be unchristian”, but we
don’t go out of our way to do good to them either. Maybe we even talk
about them behind their backs.

But Jesus says...“Bless those who curse you.” That means when people
speak badly of us, we should speak well of them. That's what blessing
means: to say good things.

Try this: think of someone who has criticized you. Have you ever respond-
ed by speaking well of them? Scrutinize yourself.

“Pray for those who insult you.” Every person’s natural response when
someone offends us is to lash out with words like a whip or carry resent-
ment toward the one who hurt us. But Jesus tells us to pray for them. Take
a moment to look inside yourself.

Jesus asks us not to treat others the way they treat us. He wants us to
move beyond “an eye for an eye” and “a tooth for a tooth” thinking.

Most of the time, we react based on what others do: if they ignore us, we
ignore them; if they don’t talk to us, we don't talk to them:; if they offend us,
we offend them back. But this means a rejection of Christ message.

Jesus is so clear about this that He keeps repeating: “If you love those who
love you, what’s special about that? Even sinners do that.” Be honest: we
mostly love those who love us back. But that's nothing surprising —it's
what everyone does. What's the big deal? What merit is there in that?

“And if you do good to those who do good to you, what's special about
that? Even sinners do the same.” The truth is, we usually only help those
who help us just like non-Christians do. Again, what’s the big deal? What
have we done differently?

So examine your hearts now. When we hear “Love your enemies, do good
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who
insult you”, who can honestly say, “I do this.” “| have no sins™

This Gospel shows us our weakness—and that is good! Because when we
realize our need, we can finally turn to Christ and receive His life, His Spirit,
His strength. This is not about trying harder—it's about surrendering to the
power of the Risen Jesus, allowing His Spirit to transform us so that we no
longer live for ourselves, but for Him!

Without Christ, this Gospel is impossible. Christianity is impossible. But in
Christ, through the Holy Spirit, this is not only possible—it is our calling!
The invitation today is clear.

This is not about rules—it is about a new kind of life, the life of the Risen
Christ in you. And this life leads to eternal life. Because eternal life is not
just something after death—it is a life that begins now, as we walk in the
Spirit, live in Christ, and love as He loves.

Today, Jesus is calling you and | to Metanoia—to step into the new life, the
new creation, where the impossible becomes possible because He is risen,
and He lives in you! Do you believe this? Will you allow the Holy Spirit to
change you? It is perfectly possible—because Christ is alive!

MEDITACION EVANGELICA:

Este Evangelio viene a mostrarnos algo profundo: por nosotros mismos, no
logramos vivir completamente la vida a la que Jesus nos llama. Pero la Bue-
na Noticia es que no estamos solos en esto: el Espiritu Santo nos ha sido
dado para hacer posible esta vida.

Esta palabra es el corazoén del cristianismo, pero también el gran escandalo
del cristianismo. Cada linea es como un golpe directo a nuestro verdadero
corazon. Cada palabra de Dios, ya sea en la Biblia o en la predicacion, es
como un espejo. La Palabra de Dios siempre llega para ponernos en la ver-
dad y preguntarnos: "; Tu vida se parece al Evangelio?" "; Tienes vida eter-
na dentro de ti?"Eso es lo que el bautismo debe hacernos madurar. Ser cris-
tiano es un camino, no un punto de llegada.

Para que este mensaje nos cale hondo, veamos lo que dice: "Amen a sus
enemigos." Nadie en la historia ha dicho algo tan radical. Esta frase resume
todo el mensaje de Jesus. Es la esencia del cristianismo. Amar a los enemi-
gos es lo que deberia distinguirnos. Jesus sello este mensaje en la Ultima
Cena con estas palabras: "Por esto (es decir, por este amor) todos conocerdn
que son mis discipulos.”

Este "amar a los enemigos" es nuestra marca de identidad. Si un cristiano no
ama a sus enemigos, no es cristiano.

Nuestra primera reaccion puede ser: "Pero yo no tengo enemigos, soy una
buena persona." Pero pensemos bien qué significa "enemigos": El vecino
que siempre nos critica. Ese familiar que hace comentarios sarcasticos. El
amigo con opiniones politicas distintas. El sacerdote que dijo algo que no
nos gusto. Esa persona que antes nos saludaba y ahora no. Personas de otras
religiones, inmigrantes, politicos (si, incluso ellos... dificil, ;verdad?).

Y sin embargo, Jesis no dice: "No les hables," o "Ignéralos,” o "Solo respé-
talos." Jests dice: "Amalos." Amar no es lo mismo que tolerar, ignorar o ser
amable. Amar es amar.

Jests nos esté pidiendo que replanteemos nuestras relaciones. Tal vez segui-
mos la regla de "no hacer dario," pero hoy El nos dice: "Hagan el bien a los
que los odian."

{Cuando fue la ultima vez que hiciste algo bueno por alguien que no te quie-
re? La verdad es que normalmente no amamos a quienes no nos aman. No
los odiamos, claro, porque eso seria "anticristiano", pero tampoco nos esfor-
zamos por hacerles el bien. Es mas, a veces hasta hablamos mal de ellos.
Pero Jests dice: "Bendigan a los que los maldicen." Esto significa que cuan-
do alguien habla mal de ti, ti hables bien de esa persona. Eso es bendecir:
decir cosas buenas. Haz la prueba: piensa en alguien que te ha criticado.
(Alguna vez has respondido hablando bien de esa persona? Examinate.
"Recen por los que los insultan.”

Cuando alguien nos ofende, lo natural es responder con palabras como lati-
gos o guardar rencor. Pero Jesus nos dice: "Recen por ellos.” Haz una pausa
y mira dentro de ti. Jesiis nos pide que no tratemos a los demas como ellos
nos tratan a nosotros. Quiere que dejemos atras la logica de "ojo por ojo,
diente por diente."

Casi siempre actuamos segiin como nos tratan: Si nos ignoran, los ignora-
mos. Si no nos hablan, no les hablamos. Si nos ofenden, los ofendemos. Pero
esto es rechazar el mensaje de Cristo. Jesus es clarisimo en esto y lo repite:
"Si aman solo a los que los aman, ;jqué mérito tienen? Hasta los pecadores
hacen eso."

Seamos sinceros: casi siempre amamos a los que nos aman. ;Y qué tiene de
especial eso? Eso lo hace todo el mundo. "Si hacen el bien solo a los que les
hacen el bien, ;jqué hacen de extraordinario? También los pecadores hacen
eso."

La verdad es que ayudamos a quienes nos ayudan, como cualquiera. ;Qué
hemos hecho diferente? Ahora, examina tu corazon.

Cuando escuchamos: "Amen a sus enemigos, hagan el bien a los que los
odian, bendigan a los que los maldicen y recen por los que los insultan,"”
(quién puede decir con sinceridad: "Yo hago esto.” "No tengo pecados.”?
Este Evangelio nos muestra nuestra debilidad—jy eso es bueno! Porque
cuando nos damos cuenta de nuestra necesidad, por fin podemos volvernos a
Cristo y recibir Su vida, Su Espiritu, Su fuerza.

Esto no se trata de esforzarnos mas. Se trata de dejarnos transformar por el
poder de Jests Resucitado, permitir que Su Espiritu nos cambie para que
dejemos de vivir para nosotros mismos y vivamos para El.

Sin Cristo, este Evangelio es imposible. El cristianismo es imposible. Pero
en Cristo, por el Espiritu Santo, no solo es posible—es nuestro llamado. La
invitacion hoy es clara.

Esto no se trata de reglas, sino de una nueva vida: la vida de Cristo Resucita-
do en ti. Y esta vida nos lleva a la vida eterna. Porque la vida eterna no es
solo algo después de la muerte. Es una vida que empieza ahora, cuando
caminamos en el Espiritu, vivimos en Cristo y amamos como El ama.

Hoy, Jests nos llama a la metanoia—a entrar en la vida nueva, en la nueva
creacion, donde lo imposible se hace posible, porque El ha resucitado y vive
en ti. ;Lo crees? ;Dejaras que el Espiritu Santo te transforme? Es totalmente
posible—jporque Cristo esta vivo!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ENGAGE YOUR
PARISH TODAY!
= =

n

NVSIOOId

L
—
o}
>
Q
<
®
=
(=g
w0
®
—_
1
23
o
Q
N
o}
"
(o}
-
-
pury
o
>
>
0]
Q
—+
g
o
(@]
(0]
(%]
Q
>
(@]
o
3
~
w
c
2.

DIOCESAN %3’ e
LIBRARY " ¥,
of ART

co0y [ 2 @@ VSIA ssou

art.diocesan.com 7‘ g

wo Get this bulletin emailed to
A you every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/4062

% DISCOVERMASS





