ST LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH

2200 NE 191st St, Miami, FL 33180 Phone: (305) 932-3560 Info@stlawrencemiami.org
First Sunday of Lent / Primer Domingo de Cuaresma

The devil said to Jesus, “I shall give to you all this...All this will be yours, if you
worship me.” Jesus said to him in reply, “It is written you shall worship the Lord,
your God, and him alone shall you serve.” Luke 4:12-13

El diablo le dijo a Jesus: «Todo esto te lo daré... Todo esto sera tuyo, si me
adoras». Jesus le respondio: «Esta escrito: Al Senior tu Dios adorards, y solo a él
servirds». Lucas 4:12-13

Mass Schedule: Confessions:

Before each weekend mass
Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday or by appointment
6 am Adoration Lauds 5 pm 9 & 11 in English Fridays’:
6:30 pm 8 pm (Parish Hall) 1 & 6 en espaiol Adoration: 5:30 pm

Martes Neocatechumenal Way

Stations of the Cross 7:15 pm
7:30 pm en espafiol




Mass Intentions / Readings of the Week
Intenciones de Misa / Lecturas de la Semana

Saturday, March 8" St. John of God, Religious
Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13
5:00 pm 1 James Gerald Parker,  June Zanetti Morekas, 1 Clara =2 O 2 5 'T‘!f’i‘ ABCD
Aguilar, People of Ukraine. e T SR
Daylight Saving Time begms ;
Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13  Goal | 52,000.00 | 100%
9:00 am St Lawrence Parlsh and parlshloners Pledges 26,565.00 51%|
11:00 am 1 Augusto Chavez, T Raul Aguilar, 22,930.00 44%
1:00 pm T James Gerald Parker, Vilma Martinez (29,070.00) 56%

6:00 pm Guillermo Bico BlielichChacano, Francisca Guillen, § Vidal
Guillen, Roberto Vicente

22,930.00

ABCD Progress 2/28/2025

Monday, March 10" - Goal 52,000
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46
6:30 pm f 200005
Tuesday, March 11"
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-15 e
6:30 pm f
7:30 pm f Raquel Martinez, 1 Sebastian Salazar
Wednesday, March 12 o
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32 s
6:30 pm T
Thursday, March 13" .
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7-8/Mt 7:7-12 0

6:30 pm T Maria Antonicta de Armero, T Carlos de Armero

Friday, March 14"
Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26

30.000.90)

140 000.00)

6:30 pm T Carmen America de Pefialoza, ¥ Jose Francisco Bitar

Online Giving

www.stlawrencemiami.org

PARISH STAFF:
Clergy: Collection 3/1to 3/22025
B, 1B Otz O O;node S pastor Mass 1st Collection | 2nd Collection |Census
Rev, Mr. Clyde McFarland - Permanent Deacon jggm i:zg ;i§$ 13
Parish Manager — Ana Maria Jara ' : :
11:00 AM 582.00 139.00 | 170
St. Lawrence Catholic School e L e
PreK2- 8th Grade 6:00 PM 716.00 333.00| 270
Subtotals (1) (2) 3,466.00 1,213.00
Principal: Dr. Stephanie Paguaga 201;: c::':s::": e
PreK Director: Iliana Medolla Y
Tuesday 6:30 pm 2/25/25 15.00 20
. Tuesday 7:30 pm 2/25/25 182.00 67
Email: schooloffice@stlaw.org e : e
Tel: 305-932-4912 Wednesday 6:30 pm 2/26/25 32.00 30
: Thursday 6:30 pm 2/27/25 33.00 20
Inquiries for: Friday 6:30 pm 2/28/25 79.00 51
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation MG e i ey o _
Marriage Preparation ubtotals 3 ——
g P Candles 233.00
Preguntas sobre: Offertory by mail 798.00
Bautismo, Primera Comunion, Confirmacion parish improvements by mail 38.00
Preparacion Matrimonial Offertory (online giving) 1,892.50
Parish Improvements (online giving) 500.50
Contact: Moises Franchi at 305-932-3560 or s i
mfranchi@stlawrencemiami.org
Total (1)+{2)+{3)+{4) 8,550.00

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




GOSPEL MEDITATION:

Lent is a wonderful time—a time of courtship with the Lord, a time to
know ourselves and to know Him. It is a season when we come to realize
who we truly are. We cannot handle our lives on our own. We fall, again
and again, wanting to get up but unable to.

I do not know how you come to this Eucharist today, but I hope you are
beginning to recognize what is in your heart. Because in doing so, you will
come to know God. This is essential. If we do not recognize our misery, we
deceive ourselves. If we think we are good, we believe we deserve God’s
love, our spouse’s love, our children’s respect. We believe we are entitled.
But we are not deserving. And yet, God loves us still. This is the experience
of Lent: discovering our misery and, at the same time, the immense love of
God. If we live this, the Easter Vigil will be truly wonderful.

That is why, on the first Sunday of Lent, we always hear the Gospel of Je-
sus’ temptations in the desert. These are the same temptations we face dai-
ly, and we always lose. That’s why we need Christ, the only One who has
conquered them. Do you know why we are called Christians? Because we
are called to have Christ within us. If you have Christ, you can overcome
temptation with Him. This is what it means to be Christian. It is simple.
Christ fights for you. He conquers for you.

The first temptation is about bread—security. We are always trying to
secure ourselves. Look at the world today: insurance for everything, guar-
antees, savings, retirement plans. “But Father, isn’t money good?” Yes, but
can it cure you if you have cancer? Will it restore your marriage if your
spouse is unfaithful? No. This word does not come to demonize money.
Rather Jesus says, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God.” True security is in God, not material
things.

The second temptation happens when the devil takes Jesus to the pinnacle
of the temple and says, “Throw yourself down. If you are the Son of God,
angels will catch you, and people will believe in you.”

Imagine if I climbed a church tower on Sunday and announced, “Here I
go!”—then angels caught me midair. Wouldn’t the church be packed next
week? Of course! This is the temptation of seeking applause, wanting to be
admired, craving success.

What is the devil really saying? “If you are God’s Son, your Father would
not let you suffer. If He allows it, He does not love you.” But Jesus knows
the truth: His mission is not about making a show, but about the cross. The
devil always whispers, “Avoid suffering, avoid the cross.” But Jesus em-
braces it. That is why Pope Francis warns us: “Never dialogue with the
devil.” When you overthink, when you speak only to yourself, you end up
talking to the devil. Instead, talk to God. The third temptation is the desire
to change reality. The devil tells Jesus, “All this I will give you if you bow
down and worship me.” This is the temptation of power, of control. The
number one idol of humanity is in us. “My will be done” everything else is a
means to worshiping this idol and that is how the evil one bait us.

We want to control everything—our lives, our families, our futures. Many
of us do not say, “I want to be God,” but we live as if we are. We manipu-
late, we demand, we dominate. Even in our prayers, we try to manipulate
God: “Lord, if You do this, then I’ll believe.”

Sometimes, this temptation appears in subtle ways—like wanting to control
a spouse, demanding obedience from children out of fear, or making others
feel small to feel powerful. But Jesus’ response is clear: “Worship the Lord
your God, and serve Him only.” Serve Him—not your pride, not your de-
sire for control. Only Him.

The Church, in her wisdom, gives us three weapons to combat these temp-
tations: Fasting — Against the temptation of security. Fasting reminds us
that our security is in God, not in material things. Prayer — Against the
temptation of success. Instead of asking God to change our circumstances,
we are called to surrender to His will. Almsgiving — Against the temptation
of power. The best way to break free from the idol of money is to give it
away.

If you live this Lent well—recognizing your misery, discovering God’s love,
and rejecting these temptations—then Easter will be truly life-giving.

We will always lose these battles on our own. We fall every time. But here is
the Good News: Christ has already won! He has power over what afflicts
you, over what enslaves you, over what makes you anxious.

Have you cried this week? Have you felt despair? Courage! The Lord
comes with power to lift you up. Satan has no power over you—if you have
Christ. This is the Good News. Lent is a time of courtship. A time to know
yourself, and more importantly, to know Christ. You have 40 days to fall in
love with Him. Have you ever loved someone so much that it felt like you
would die without them? That is how Christ loves you. His tenderness for
you is beyond imagination. It doesn’t matter how you arrived here today—
He loves you. And at the end of this journey, whether or not you are ready,
He will be there, waiting to embrace you.

MEDITACION EVANGELICA:

La Cuaresma es un tiempo maravilloso—un tiempo de cortejo con el Seiior,
un tiempo para conocernos a nosotros mismos y para conocerlo a El. Es una
temporada en la que nos damos cuenta de quiénes somos en realidad. No
podemos manejar nuestras vidas solos. Caemos una y otra vez, queriendo
levantarnos, pero sin poder hacerlo.

No sé como llegas hoy a esta Eucaristia, pero espero que empieces a recono-
cer lo que hay en tu corazén. Porque al hacerlo, conoceris a Dios. Esto es
esencial. Si no reconocemos nuestra miseria, nos engailamos a nosotros mis-
mos. Si pensamos que somos buenos, creemos que merecemos el amor de
Dios, el amor de nuestro esposo o esposa, el respeto de nuestros hijos. Cree-
mos que tenemos derecho a todo. Pero no lo merecemos. Y aun asi, Dios nos
ama.

Esta es la experiencia de la Cuaresma: descubrir nuestra miseria y, al mismo
tiempo, el inmenso amor de Dios. Si vivimos esto, la Vigilia Pascual sera
verdaderamente maravillosa.

Por eso, el primer domingo de Cuaresma siempre escuchamos el Evangelio
de las tentaciones de Jesus en el desierto. Son las mismas tentaciones que
enfrentamos todos los dias, y siempre perdemos. Por eso necesitamos a Cris-
to, el unico que las ha vencido.

;Sabes por qué nos llamamos cristianos? Porque estamos llamados a tener a
Cristo dentro de nosotros. Si tienes a Cristo, puedes vencer la tentacién con
El Eso es ser cristiano. Es asi de sencillo. Cristo lucha por ti. Cristo vence
por ti.

La primera tentacién es sobre el pan—la seguridad. Siempre buscamos
asegurarnos. Mira el mundo de hoy: seguros para todo, garantias, ahorros,
planes de retiro. “Pero Padre, el dinero no es bueno?” Si, pero, si tienes
cancer, ;puede sanarte? Si tu esposo o esposa te es infiel, ;puede restaurar
tu matrimonio? No. Este mensaje no viene a demonizar el dinero.

Mas bien, Jests dice: “No solo de pan vive el hombre, sino de toda palabra
que sale de la boca de Dios.” La verdadera seguridad esta en Dios, no en las
cosas materiales.

La segunda tentacion ocurre cuando el diablo lleva a Jesis a la parte mas
alta del templo y le dice: “Tirate. Si eres Hijo de Dios, los angeles te atrapa-
ran y la gente creera en ti.” Imaginate que yo me subo a la torre de la iglesia
un domingo y grito: “;Ahi voy!”—y los dngeles me atrapan en el aire. ;No
estaria la iglesia llena el proximo domingo? ;Por supuesto! Esta es la tenta-
cion de buscar aplausos, de querer ser admirado, de desear el éxito.

;Qué le esta diciendo realmente el diablo? “Si eres el Hijo de Dios, tu Padre
no permitiria que sufras. Si lo permite, es porque no te ama.” Pero Jests
conoce la verdad: su mision no es hacer un espectaculo, sino ir a la cruz. El
diablo siempre susurra: “Evita el sufrimiento, evita la cruz.” Pero Jesus la
abraza. Por eso el Papa Francisco nos advierte: “Nunca dialoguen con el
diablo.” Cuando sobrepiensas, cuando solo hablas contigo mismo, terminas
hablando con el diablo. En vez de eso, habla con Dios.

La tercera tentacion es el deseo de cambiar la realidad. El diablo le dice a
Jesus: “Te daré todo esto si te arrodillas y me adoras.” Esta es la tentacion
del poder, del control. El idolo nimero uno de la humanidad esta dentro de
nosotros. “Hagase mi voluntad.” Todo lo demas es un medio para adorar a
este idolo, y asi es como el maligno nos engaia.

Queremos controlarlo todo—nuestras vidas, nuestras familias, nuestro futu-
ro. Muchos no decimos “quiero ser Dios,” pero vivimos como si lo fuéramos.
Manipulamos, exigimos, dominamos. Incluso en la oracién intentamos mani-
pular a Dios: “Seiior, si haces esto, entonces creeré.”

A veces, esta tentacion aparece de forma sutil—como querer controlar a la
pareja, exigir obediencia de los hijos por miedo, o hacer sentir pequefios a
otros para sentirnos poderosos. Pero la respuesta de Jesis es clara:
“Adorarais al Seiior tu Dios, y solo a El serviras.” Sirve a Dios—no a tu orgu-
llo, no a tu deseo de control. Solo a EL

La Iglesia, en su sabiduria, nos da tres armas para combatir estas tentacio-
nes: El ayuno — Contra la tentacién de la seguridad. Nos recuerda que nues-
tra seguridad esta en Dios, no en lo material. La oracion — Contra la tenta-
cion del éxito. En vez de pedirle a Dios que cambie nuestras circunstancias,
estamos llamados a rendirnos a Su voluntad. La limosna — Contra la tenta-
ciéon del poder. La mejor forma de liberarnos del idolo del dinero es darlo.

Si vives bien esta Cuaresma—reconociendo tu miseria, descubriendo el
amor de Dios y rechazando estas tentaciones—entonces la Pascua sera ver-
daderamente transformadora. Por nuestra cuenta, siempre perdemos estas
batallas. Caemos cada vez. Pero aqui esta la Buena Noticia: ;Cristo ya ha
vencido! Kl tiene poder sobre lo que te aflige, sobre lo que te esclaviza, sobre
lo que te angustia.

(Has llorado esta semana? ;Te has sentido desesperado? ;Animo! ElI Sefior
viene con poder a levantarte. Satanas no tiene poder sobre ti—si tienes a
Cristo. Esta es la Buena Noticia. La Cuaresma es un tiempo de cortejo. Un
tiempo para conocerte a ti mismo y, mas importante aiin, para conocer a
Cristo. Tienes 40 dias para enamorarte de El. ;Alguna vez has amado tanto
a alguien que sentiste que moririas sin esa persona? Asi te ama Cristo. Su
ternura por ti es inimaginable. No importa cémo llegaste aqui hoy—El te
ama. Y al final de este camino, estés listo o no, El estara alli, esperando para
abrazarte.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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